
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
B O A R D  O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A ~ p l l c a t i o n  No. 12902 of t h e  Nat iona l  Soc ie ty  of t h e  
Daughters of the American Revolut ion,  pursuant  t o  Sub-section 
8207.2 of t h e  Boning Regula t ions ,  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  except ion  under 
Paragraph 4 1 0 1 . 4 4  t o  permi t  an a d d i t i o n  t o  an o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  
housing a  non-prof i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  an SP-2 ' & s t r i c t  a t  t h e  
premises 1776 D S t r e e t ,  N. W. (Square 173,  l o t  809) .  

HEARING IDRTE: March 2 1 ,  1979 
DECISION DATE: March 21, 1979 (Bench Decis ion)  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  occupies  t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y  block 
bounded by 1 7 t h ,  18 th ,  C and D S t r e e t s ,  N .  W, and i s  known a s  
1776 D S t r e e t ,  N. P. It i s  i n  an SP-2 D i s t r i c t  which houses 
t h e  Nat iona l  Readquar ters  of t h e  Nat iona l  Soc ie ty  of  t h e  
Daughters of t h e  American Revolution.  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  improved wi th  a  two s t o r y  bu i ld ing .  
The w e s t  end of t h e  b u i l d i n q  houses C o n s t i t u t i o n  Hal l  which i s  
u t i l i z e d  f o r  numerous c u l t u r a l  e v e n t s  open t o  t h e  pub l i c .  The 
e a s t  end of t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  known a s  Con t inen ta l  Memorial Ha l l ,  
houses t h e  l i b r a r y  of t h e  Nat iona l  Soc ie ty  of t h e  Daughters of 
t h e  American Revolution a s  w e l l  a s  pe r iod  rooms d e p i c t i n g  l i f e  
i n  o t h e r  t i m e  p e r i o d s  i n  t h e  U.  S. The c e n t e r  of t h e  f a c i l i t y  
i s  u t i l i z e d  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s .  

3 .  The a p p l i c a n t  seeks  permiss ion t o  c l o s e  i n  a  c o u r t  a t  
t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  p rov ide  addi t iona l .  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e  space of approximately 4,600 square  f e e t .  
The b u i l d i n g  p r e s e n t l y  has  a  g r o s s  f l o o r  a r e a  of approximately 
109,000 square  f e e t ,  whi le  t h e  maximum permi t ted  i s  approximately 
400,000 square  f e e t .  Thus, i nc lud inq  t h e  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  g r o s s  
f l o o r  a r e a  of t h e  s u b j e c t  bu i ld ing  would s t i l l  be w e l l  below 
t h e  maximum permi t ted .  

4.  The a p p l i c a n t  i s  a  non-prof i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

5. With t h e  proposed a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  w i l l  be no change 
i n  t h e  use ,  h e i g h t ,  bulk ,  o r  des ign  of t h e  p r e s e n t  bu i ld ing .  
The c o u r t  yard w i l l  be enclosed on ly  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  roo f .  I t  
w i l l  n o t  be v i s i b l e  from any d i r e c t i o n  and accord ing ly ,  t h e r e  
w i l l  be no need f o r  any s p e c i a l  t r ea tmen t  a s  t o  sc reen ing .  
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6. There w i l l  be no a d d i t i o n a l  s t a f f  and accordingly,  
no t r a f f i c  impact engendered by t h e  add i t ion .  

7. There w a s  no opposi t ion t o  t h e  app l i ca t ion .  

8 ,  ANC-2A made no recommendation on the  app l i ca t ion .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Based on t h e  record t h e  Board concludes t h a t  t h e  app l i can t  
has complied with t h e  requirements of Paragraph 4101.44 of t h e  
Zoning Regulations. The add i t ion  w i l l  no t  be v i s i b l e  and t h u s  
r e q u i r e s  no screening o r  s p e c i a l  t rea tment ,  The add i t ion  i s  
completely cons i s t en t  with t h e  use and na tu re  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  
bu i ld ing ,  and w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  no a d d i t i o n a l  t r a f f i c .  The Board 
f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  except ion can be granted as 
i n  harmony with t h e  genera l  purpose and i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning 
Regulations and w i l l  no t  tend t o  a f f e c t  adversely t h e  use  of 
neighboring property.  Accordingly, it i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  
app l i ca t ion  i s  GRANTED. 

VOTE: 4-0 ( W i l l i a m  McIntosh, Chloeth ie l  Woodward Smith, Charles 
Norr is  and Leonard McCants, t o  g r a n t ) .  

BY THE D. C,  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E.  SHER 
Executive Direc tor  

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A B U I L D I N G  AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
IS FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOP- 
MENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER EFFECTIVE DATE OF THTS 
ORDER. 


